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PARISH OF ABINGDON 

(St Helen’s – St Nicolas’ – St Michael’s – Christ Church – Peachcroft) 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF PARISHIONERS AND ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH 
MEETING held on 25 April 2013 at St Helen’s Church 

ANNUAL MEETING OF PARISHIONERS 

Chairman:  Both meetings were chaired by Mrs Jenny Corps, Vice-Chairman of the PCC, in the 
absence of the Team Rector who was on sabbatical leave. 

28 Parishioners and clergy signed the register of attendance.   
 
The Revd Paul Smith opened the meetings with a reading from St Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians and 
prayer. 
 
Apologies had been received from:  The Rector, Beryl Hill, Marion Haynes, David Lever, The Revd  
Keith Dunnett, Adrienne Compton-James, The Revd Jit Patel, Colin and Val Casemore 
 
: 
1. Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Parishioners , Annual Parochial Church Meeting and concurrent 
meeting of the Parochial Church Council  on 30 April 2012:  
Peter Cannon-Brookes queried the way the apostrophe had been used in the minutes (ie St Nicolas’ 
Church) which he said should be St Nicolas’s  Church.  However, all who spoke supported the way it 
had always been written and how it had been used in the minutes.   The minutes were then 
approved unanimously and signed. 
 
2. Matters arising:  none 
 
3. Election of Church Wardens : 
The following nominations for all Church Wardens, either for election or continuing in post, had 
been received from the Annual District Church meetings: 
 Norman Gee and Margaret Horton – St Helen’s 
 Eileen Duckett and Laurence King – St Michael’s 
 Eluned Hallas and Geoffrey Currey – St Nicolas’ 
 Jenny Corps and Andrew Turner – Christ Church 
All were elected unanimously (Proposed by Janice Gordon, seconded by John Enticott) 
 
The Chairman expressed huge thanks to the Wardens, particularly Susan Scott and Janice Gordon on 
their retirement from post.  The Revd Tim Davis noted his appreciation of Janice’s role as Warden at 
Christ Church. 
 
THE ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING 
 
4.  Matters arising from the minutes approved above:  none 
 
5. Any other Business – none  
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6. Report on the Electoral Roll (Keith Bowman) 
Keith Bowman presented the report on the Electoral Roll.  In 2012 the Roll contained a total of 1025 
names. The number on the new Roll after this year’s exercise totalled 905. Details for the years 2012 
and 2013 are given below. 

 APCM 2013 APCM 2012 Gains Losses Net change 

St Helen’s 264 295 N/A N/A -31 

St Nicolas’ 68 85 N/A N/A -17 

St Michael’s   79 87 N/A N/A -8 

Christ Church 470 523 N/A N/A -53 

Transfer within parish N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

TOTALS 881 990 N/A N/A -109 

Peachcroft  Christian Centre 24   35 N/A N/A -11 

OVERALL TOTALS 905 1025 N/A N/A -120 

 
7. Election of  New Representatives of the Laity (as nominated at the ADCM’s) 
To the PCC: 
St Helen’s – Carol Worthington 
St Nicolas’ – John Burrren and Paul Rast-Lindsell 
Christ Church – Andy Dubock  
All elected unanimously (Proposed Eluned Hallas, seconded Susan Scott) 
 
To Deanery Synod: 
Christ Church - John Alcock (replacing Gareth Cook) 
St Helen’s - Carol Worthington  
Approved unanimously (Proposed Margaret Horton, seconded Andrew Turner) 
 
Representative of the LLM’s – David Lever  
Elected unanimously (Proposed Tim Davis, seconded Janice Gordon)  
 
8. Church Representation Rules – period of office for lay representatives 
Keith Bowman reported that, at the ADCM of St Michael’s, it was agreed to put the following 
proposal to the APCM 
 
It is proposed that no member of the PCC by virtue of rule 14 (1)(g) [that is those persons who 
represent the laity and whose posts are determined in number by the number of persons on the 
electoral roll] who is elected after the date of this meeting may hold office for more than two 
consecutive terms of three years, and that after a further period of two years a person who has 
ceased to be eligible by reason of the foregoing decision may again stand for election as a 
representative of the laity on the council.  This shall also apply to DCC members so elected. 

 
The ensuing discussion included the following points: 

 This would affect the DCCs and they have not had the opportunity to comment prior to this 
meeting 

 It is not clear whether the Church Representation Rules apply to DCC’s and hence whether 
the APCM has the authority to pass the resolution 

 The scheme governing how the team was originally set up should cover how the DCC’s are to  
be structured; copy of the current scheme needs to be examined to clarify the issue 

 It would be appropriate to incorporate such a proviso when the new scheme is drawn up 
when the parishes are restructured  
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 St Michael’s  idea was to encourage different, new people to stand 

 It was noted that all churches currently have vacancies for PCC representatives 

 Is this meeting the right body to make the decision now? In 2 months’ time the parishes will 
be reorganised, when each parish will be in a position to make their own decision 

 The Church Representation Rules related only to elected representatives so Wardens and 
other ex-officio members would not be affected and could therefore continue to be 
members in other categories 

 The APCM decides the terms of office of the PCC members, not DCC members 
 
Keith Bowman then put a revised proposal to the APCM as follows: 
 
It is proposed that no member of the PCC by virtue of rule 14 (1)(g) [that is those persons who 
represent the laity and whose posts are determined in number by the number of persons on the 
electoral roll] who is elected after the date of this meeting may hold office for more than two 
consecutive terms of three years, and that after a further period of two years a person who has 
ceased to be eligible by reason of the foregoing decision may again stand for election as a 
representative of the laity on the council.   

 
This was seconded by Hilary Clare and the voting was as follows: 
In favour:  17 
Against:  4 
Abstentions: 3 
 
It was proposed that the APCM strongly encourages PCC’s to implement a time limit on the length of 
service of DCC members (Proposed Susan Scott, seconded Carol Bowman) 
In favour:  18 
Against: 3 
Absentions:  3 
 
9.  Mission and Pastoral Measure 2011: Benefice of Abingdon – update 
The Chairman reported that, following consultations, the names of the two Parishes had been 
agreed as: 
South – Abingdon-on-Thames 
North – North Abingdon 
 
Keith Bowman had led a sub-committee to discuss the re-alignment of the parish boundaries.  Due 
to the lack of response from parishes affected by the proposals, it had been decided to treat this as a 
separate matter.  It was The Chairman’s understanding that the Church Commissioners have 
approved a draft scheme and a 6 week formal consultation period will follow and the re-organisation 
could come into force on 1 July 2013; discussions on the practical implications will take place at the 
Standing Committee meeting on 20 May.  There were no questions or comments. 
 
The Chairman drew attention to the current formal consultation in progress on the proposal to move 
some parishes from the Bishop of Reading’s care to that of the Bishop of Dorchester and the 
creation of a new Archdeacon of Oxford.   
 
10.  Annual Report on the Activities of the Parish in 2012 and Fabric Reports 
The Chairman asked Wardens to highlight items from their reports. 
Christ Church:  Janice Gordon reported on the Barns Project, and Andrew Turner on the recently 
established Missional Community groups.  
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St Helen’s:  Margaret Horton highlighted the services of Morning Praise on the 2nd Sunday of each 
month and the Faith Forum on the 1st Sunday, both of which were proving popular. 
St Michael’s:  Laurence King  reported on the monthly Silent Reflections, often using the Labyrinth, 
and the very successful Patronal Festival service and lunch in the church. 
St Nicolas’:  Geoffrey Currey reported that he was extremely disappointed that he was still, after 3 
years, struggling to achieve satisfactory Equal Access at the West door; his efforts were thwarted by 
statutory bodies, which was a cause of huge frustration. He said it was appalling that the Vicar could 
not easily enter his own church independently, having been here for 3 years now.  However he was 
pleased that the church was being used for an increasing number of music events and concerts.  Paul 
Smith wished to publicly thank Geoffrey for all his hard work and stressed that it was not about his 
own needs alone, but it was important for anybody wanting to enter the church with Equal Access 
needs, particularly as it is in such a prominent position in the very centre of town. He suggested that 
this was therefore a missional issue too. The Chairman asked if there was anything the PCC could do 
to help and will certainly refer the issue to the Standing Committee. 
 
There were no further questions or comments about the reports which were approved unanimously 
(Proposed Janice Gordon, seconded Eileen Duckett). The Chairman thanked everyone for the huge 
amount of work throughout the parish and everyone who had contributed to the reports. 
 
There was a short refreshment break. 
 
 
 
11. Report on the  Financial Affairs of the Parish (Andrew Birks) 
Andrew went through his report.  In response to a question, he commented that at the moment 
none of the churches was in difficulty paying their parish share, but it is impossible to predict the 
future because the formula is currently under review.  However although the overall Deanery 
contribution is not likely to change, discussions are continuing over how that is to be apportioned to 
parishes.  
The reports were accepted unanimously (Proposed Andrew Turner, seconded Laurence King).  The 
Chairman thanked Andrew for all the hard work involved in the accounts, which was followed by a 
round of applause. 
 
12.  Appointment of Parish Auditor 
Andrew Birks proposed that Wenn Townsend be appointed for a further year, especially as there 
were changes to be implemented following parish re-organisation.  (seconded Jane Duce)  This was 
approved unanimously. 
 
13.  Any other Business 
None 
 
The Chairman thanked St Helen’s for their hospitality which was greatly appreciated.  The Chairman 
also noted that the Hon Secretary, Valerie Coombs, will be standing down after the PCC meeting in 
June and thanked her for all her hard work for the Parish. 
 
 The meeting closed with prayers at 9.45pm. 


