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16th May 2021 
7th Sunday of Easter 

  

Team Rector: The Revd Dr Charles Miller  (520144) 
Team Vicar: The Revd Paul Smith (534654) 
  e-mail: paul315smith@btinternet.com 
Churchwarden: Miss Joyce Kelly (533555) 
   (07833 535768) 
  e-mail: joyceekelly@btinternet.com 
 (designate) Mrs Louise Heffernan (01235 525412  
   (07779 650968) 
  e-mail: lheff@stmichaels-abingdon.org.uk  
Bookings*: Miss Joyce Kelly (as above) 
Parish Office: The Parish office is now open again Mondays to Thursdays, 10 am-1 pm until 

further notice. Please observe COVID protocols and sign in when you visit. 
Administrator: During normal working hours phone or leave a message on:  
  Telephone (520144) or 
  Mobile (07395 943957)  
  e-mail: administrator@sthelens-abingdon.org.uk 
Web site:  https://www.stmichaels-abingdon.org.uk 

 
 
 

If you would like to receive this pew leaflet electronically, please email pewleaflet@stmichaels-
abingdon.org.uk with the subject line SUBSCRIBE. 

 
 
 

Items for inclusion in the next Leaflet to be sent to  
David Duce by midday on Tuesday. Telephone 522591 

pewleaflet@stmichaels-abingdon.org.uk 
 
 
 

[*for Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals please contact the Parish Office] 
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MESSAGE FROM FR PAUL  
Dear Friends 
Welcome to St Michaels on this Seventh Sunday of Easter. It is good to be able to welcome the Team Rector, the 
Revd Dr Charles Miller as president and preacher and we look forward to what he has to say to us. 
This last Sunday in Eastertide falls between Ascension and the Feast of Pentecost (next Sunday). It is part of the 
nine days when over a number of years now the global and ecumenical initiative ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ has 
committed itself to praying for people who do not yet know the depth of Christ’s love for them and what it 
means to be a disciple. This initiative was started by our Archbishops some years ago and has expanded to such 
an extent that it goes beyond the boundaries of the Church of England. Not a bad thing! Details of how to 
participate this year can be found elsewhere in this pewleaflet. 
On Ascension Day, I spoke about the Lord’s ascension not being a permanent parting from his apostles, but how 
in leaving them he sought to prepare them for the promise of the Father to be fulfilled. He told them to stay in 
the city of Jerusalem until they had been ‘clothed with power from on high’. Their relationship with Jesus was to 
be different in the sense that this power was the gift of his Spirit at Pentecost.  
How might you best prepare in the coming days to receive the gift of the Spirit at Pentecost; to be renewed in 
your discipleship; and to enable you to be energised in sharing the good news of Jesus Christ? You may wish to 
participate in some way with the Thy Kingdom Come initiative or simply spend some extra time each day praying 
for the gift of the Spirit in preparation for the great Feast of Pentecost. 
Whatever you decide, it is my prayer that the Spirit may inspire and renew us. I pray that the Spirit may direct 
and guide us as we emerge out of Lockdown, granting us the gift of wisdom to discern what we may be called to 
be and do in this significant moment in the life of the church following the pandemic. That will not be about fast 
decisions, or quick-fix answers, but I suggest it is a time for us to begin praying about our future common life 
together as a community of faith. 
With love and prayers  
Fr Paul 
BOOKING INFORMATION If you did not confirm your place with the sides person last Sunday, please contact Joyce 
Kelly (details on cover) before 12 noon on Friday to ensure we have space for you. 
CHURCH KEYS Could anyone who has any Church keys, please notify Joyce Kelly so that she can update the key 
holders list. 
SUNDAY WORSHIP AT ST HELEN’S CHURCH  
St Helen’s will live-stream their 10.30 am Eucharist through Zoom. A recording will be made available after the 
service. For details see the Parish Resources page on the St Helen’s web site https://www.abingdon-st-
helens.org.uk/Parish/P_resources.html  
Morning Prayer will not be said publicly for the foreseeable future. 
CHRISTIAN AID WEEK this year is from 10-16 May. On-line donations can be made at 
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/ There will be a Christian Aid Stall in Abingdon Market Place on Saturday 15 May 
from 9am to 1pm. This will be a publicity stall and a central drop-off point for House-to-House envelope donations. 
There will also be options for the public to make cash or contactless card donations. The event will be Covid-19 safe. 
COME TO THE WELL The Retreat Association icon, depicting Jesus's encounter with the woman at the well, is 
currently making its way around a number of retreat houses and cathedrals. The Community of the Resurrection are 
among those taking part in this 'pilgrimage', and will be offering a Zoom Quiet Day on Friday 21 May, between 10am 
and 4pm. Alison MacTier, the Executive Director of the Retreat Association will be leading this. There will be no 
charge for the day but donations are welcome. If you are interested in this event please email: 
guests@mirfield.org.uk for further details. 
CHORAL EVENSONG will be sung by the Chapel Choir, Abingdon School in St Helen’s Church on Tuesday 25 May at 
4pm. Parishioners and public are welcome. 
SILENT REFLECTIONS will be on Tuesday 25 May at 7.30 pm in the following manner. If you wish to attend, please 
text Sue on 07786 736 226. Entry will be by the north door of the church (by Albert Park). Masks will need to be 
worn and hand sanitisers will be available. Chairs will be set out 2 metres apart round the labyrinth. Sue Scott will 
introduce material on the theme: Vision. A copy will still be emailed to all those on our list, and made available from 
St Michael's website. If you can, print off your own copy to bring, but further copies will be available in church. 
Labyrinth walks will be possible one at a time. 
A CANDLE IN THE WINDOW The May edition is now available and can be downloaded from https://www.abingdon-
st-helens.org.uk/DNR/window.php. It references the Team Rector’s Report to the Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
which can be downloaded from our web site. The theme for the June edition is 'Exploration'. Do please contribute. 
The deadline is the end of May. 
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NEWS FROM THE DIOCESE Links for these three items can be found on our Prayer and Worship Resources page. 
Thy Kingdom Come: 13–23 May. Every year Christians across the globe unite to pray for people to know Jesus. There 
is an abundance of resources for a gathered, online, or hybrid approach, for use in churches, schools or in the home. 
We also have a huge free resources giveaway for local churches, our hope is, that whatever age or tradition we have 
resources that will spiritually nourish and encourage all. 
The Bampton Lectures. The Revd Canon Dr Jessica Martin will deliver the final part of this prestigious lecture series 
on the theme Four-dimensional Eucharist on 18 May. For details and booking, see the web page which also includes 
a short video introducing the lectures. 
Café Théologique organised by the University of Reading Chaplaincy in partnership with the Bishop of Reading 
features an interview with the Revd Professor John Barton on the History of the Bible on 17 May (19.30 to 21.00). 
This is an on-line event, booking is not required and details are on the web page. 
THE ABINGDON OXFAM SHOP is now open again after a long period of closure, but there is a severe shortage of 
volunteers and the Shop is currently only able to open 5 days a week. Anyone interested in volunteering or if 
anybody knows somebody who could volunteer a day or a half day to help keep the shop open please contact the 
shop manager, Haylee Ayers, M: 07912367671 or email: hayers1@oxfam.org.uk. 
 
Worship 
 

This Week the president and preacher for Sunday Mass will be the Revd Dr Charles Miller (16 May). The following 
Sunday, the feast of Pentecost, Fr Paul will preside and preach and Canon Charles Masheder will be with us on 
Sunday 30 May, Trinity Sunday. Each church in the parish will be holding their own services on Trinity Sunday, there 
will not be a combined service this year.  
Dunstan, archbishop, monastic reformer, 988 is commemorated on Wednesday, Alcuin, deacon, abbot, 804 on 
Thursday and Helena, protector of the Holy Places, 330 on Saturday. 
7th Sunday of Easter, the Sunday after Ascension Day. The variable parts of the Mass change from the Easter 
Resurrection theme to looking forward to the coming of the Spirit at Pentecost. For example, the Gospel 
Acclamation changes from ‘I am the first and the last, says the Lord, and the living one; I was dead, and behold I am 
alive for evermore’ to ‘Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful people and kindle in them the fire of your 
love’. The Extended Preface to the Eucharistic Prayer, after a preamble, becomes: 

For he is our great high priest who has entered once for all into the heavenly sanctuary, 
evermore to pour upon your Church the grace and comfort of your Holy Spirit. 
He is the one who has gone before us, who calls us to be united in prayer  
as were his disciples in the upper room while they awaited his promised gift, 
the life-giving Spirit of Pentecost. 
Therefore all creation yearns with eager longing as angels and archangels sing the endless hymn of praise. 

Alcuin was born at York, around 735, the son of a noble family. He was entrusted to the care of a monastery at an 
early age and was then placed in the school of Archbishop Egbert in York, a sought-after school of the time. He was 
taught there by Aelbert who succeeded Egbert as Archbishop and head of the school. Alcuin showed aptitude and 
ability in the study of the science as understood at the time. He accompanied Aelbert on a tour of the continent 
looking for books for the extensive library at the school, including a visit to Rome. He later returned to Rome and 
visited Parma where he met the emperor Charlemagne and after a brief return to York joined the court of 
Charlemagne in France. He was responsible for the founding of many schools. At the age of 60, Alcuin wanted to 
leave the court and spend the rest of his days in seclusion. After a few twists and turns he was given the Abbey of St 
Martin at Tours, where he spent the rest of his days and died there on the feast of Pentecost, 19 May, 804. Many of 
his letters and poems have survived, some now under the care of the British Library. At one time his name was 
associated with the invention of a new form of handwriting called Carolingian Miniscule, much easier to read than 
alternative forms, though scholars now see a looser connection. Carolingian Miniscule influenced the design of 
modern day Roman upper and lower case type and the typographer, Gudrun Zapf von Hesse, has developed a family 
of typefaces called Alcuin (published by Linotype) based on Carolingian Miniscule. Alcuin is also remembered in 
Alcuin College at the University of York and in the Alcuin Club, founded in 1897, to promote sound liturgical 
scholarship through publishing collections and other works. Alcuin was the subject of an episode of Melvyn Bragg’s 
Radio Four series In Our Time, broadcast on 30 January 2020 and available through the BBC web site. He is 
remembered too in a poem by Sigrid Sassoon, which concludes: 
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Alcuin, from temporalities at rest, 
Sought grace within him, given from afar; 
Noting how sunsets worked around to west; 
Watching, at spring's approach, that beckoning star; 
And hearing, while one thrush sang through the rain, 
Youth, which his soul in Paradise might regain. 

 

Please pray for:  
 

• Steven and Gavin our bishops; 
• our parish and people; 
• all those who are yet to come into a full relationship with Jesus and for the Thy Kingdom Come initiative; 
• all troubled parts of the world and especially for Israel and Palestine in this time of greater tension;  
• the suffering, recently departed and all whose year’s mind falls at this time; 
• people living in Queen Anne Court, Queen Street, Radley Road and Rawlings Grove. 

 

Eucharistic Lectionary 
(On Sundays in Eastertide the reading from Acts must always be used as either first or second reading. At St 
Michael’s it will be the only reading preceding the Gospel.) 
 

Sun Easter 7 Ezekiel 36.24-28 Ps 1 Acts 1.15-17,21-end John 17.6-19 
Mon Acts 19.1-8  Ps 68.1-6  John 16.29-end 
Tues Acts 20.17-27 Ps 68.9-10,18-19  John 17.1-11 
Wed Acts 20.28-end Ps 68.27-28,32-end  John 17.11-19 
Thur Acts 22.30;23.6-11 Ps 16.1,5-end  John 17.20-end 
Fri Acts 25.13-21 Ps 103.1-2,11-12,19-20  John 21.15-19 
Sat Acts 28.16-20,30-end Ps 11.4-end  John 21.20-end 

 

Collect (7th Sunday of Easter) 
O God the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with great triumph to your kingdom in heaven: 
we beseech you, leave us not comfortless, but send your Holy Spirit to strengthen us and exalt us to the place where 
our Saviour Christ is gone before, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
for ever Amen. 
Prayer after Communion (7th Sunday of Easter) 
Eternal God, giver of love and power, your Son Jesus Christ has sent us into all the world to preach the gospel of his 
kingdom: confirm us in this mission, and help us to live the good news we proclaim; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Some On-line Resources for Worship 
Parish resources page  
http://www.abingdon-st-helens.org.uk/Parish/P_resources.html. 
St Michael’s Prayer and Worship resources page  
https://www.stmichaels-abingdon.org.uk/worship_resources.htm 
Diocesan Church at Home (Live-streamed Eucharist) Online each Sunday at 10am. See 
https://www.oxford.anglican.org/coronavirus-covid-19/livestream/ The final Church at Home will be on the feast of 
Pentecost, Sunday 23 May. 
Oxford Cathedral: See. https://www.chch.ox.ac.uk/oxfords-cathedral/online-worship. Livestream events will appear 
on the cathedral’s YouTube channel https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqz9I9-LbZJAPGtje0gQbbg/videos  
Community of the Resurrection: live streaming and recordings of the community’s daily round of prayer and praise 
https://www.facebook.com/Join-with-us-103095121647089. Details of services at the facebook page and also at the 
Community web site, https://mirfield.org.uk/community-of-the-resurrection/our-life-and-work/worship/ On 
Sundays Mass starts around 8.10 am, after Matins at 7.30 am.  
Walsingham In addition to the daily live-streaming of Shrine Prayers at 6 pm. the Sunday Mass is live-streamed 
(check the web site for time), https://www.walsinghamanglican.org.uk/ 
RESOURCES ACCESSIBLE BY TELEPHONE 
Daily Hope A Church of England resource offering hymns, prayers and reflections as well as full services via a 
freephone number 0800 804 8044. 


